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!, Sometimes civic education is thought to be the result of general schooling without any specific
school discipline dealing with the problems of political education. Richard Pring: 1999, ‘Political
Education: Relevance of the Humanities’, Oxford Review of Education, 25, 1-2 argues against a
special discipline of civic education in schools and thinks that the humanities serve the purposes of
political education better. Very often it is not made clear at all which sense we are talking about.

2, See Elizabeth Fraser: 1999, ‘Introduction: The Idea of Political Education’, Oxford Review of
Education 25(1-2), 6-7.

3. See Galston: 1991, Liberal Purposes. Goods, Virtues and Diversity in the Liberal State,
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, pp. 214-215.

4, Amy Gutmann: 1989, ‘Undemocratic Education’, in N.L. Rosenblum (ed.), Liberalism and the
Moral Life, Harvard University Press, Cambridge MA, p. 74. This quotation should not be taken to
indicate Gutmann’s own views.

5. See W.A. Galston: 1991, Liberal Purposes. Goods, Virtues and Diversity in the Liberal State,
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge. Galston argues for the view that the liberal state ought not
to be neutral about the good life throughout the whole book but in Chapter 10, pp. 213-237 he argues
for a specific set of virtues required by the liberal state. There are three categories: general virtues,
virtues of the liberal economy and the virtues of liberal politics. His views are similar to some of the
things I say.

6. Racism is discussed further later in the essay. I take it to be plausible that racism as the view that
two groups of people should not enjoy equal rights on the basis that one of them is biologically
inferior to the other is false. It is false in the same sense as the sentence “The sun revolves around
the earth” is false. This view about truth and falsity should not be confused with authoritarianism.
Authoritarianism is not a view about truth and falsity but about how we should approach certain
opinions, e.g that some views should not be questioned.

7. The notion of citizens and citizenship deserves discussion. Michael Walzer distinguishes between
passive and active citizenship. The civic education argued for here includes elements of both
although the passive form is more prominent. See his Obligations. Essays on Disobedience, War
and Citizenship, Harvard University Press, Cambridge; MA, pp. 203228, esp. 205-211.

8, This is a limited description of the child’s best interests. It is a contested notion. Parents might
argue that it is in the child’s best interest to believe in the superiority of certain races or that it is in
its best interest to believe literally everything that is in the Bible and disbelieve everything that
contradicted it. See E. Callan: 1997, Creating Citizens. Political Education and Liberal Democracy,
Oxford University Press, Oxford, p. 141. As I do-not want to explore this issue here I only want to
assume the limited conception of a child’s best interests that includes those minimal features that
enable children to function in a modern society. This approaches what Callan calls education as an
antidote to filial servility, pp. 152-161, esp. p. 157. Ultimately the best interests of the child must
depend upon a theory of human nature.

°. 1. Scheffler: 1985, Of Human Potential. An Essay in the Philosophy of Education, Routledge and
Kegan Paul, Boston, p. 15.

19, 1. Scheffler: 1985, ibid., pp. 14-15.

11, 1t does not matter what arrangements are adopted in a particular society. In some primary schools
might be supplied by the local authorities, secondary schools by the state. Or if we have a federal
state no schools or universities might be supplied by the federal state but only the constituent states.
This does not matter for my argument.

12, See R. Nozick: 1974, Anarchy, State and Utopia, Blackwell, Oxford.

13, See Amy Gutmann: 1989, ibid., p. 74. This is a conclusion Galston, 1991, argues for but not with
these premisses. It should be noted that this conclusion is compatible with Stepen Macedo’s
interpretation of the neutrality of political principles. In his view they are neutral “only in being
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publically justified independently of religious and other comprehensive claims™: 1995, ‘Liberal
Civic Education’, Ethics (April), 477. This means that any notion of the good argued for on these
premisses counts as politically neutral. I am not clear if what has been claimed in this essay might
count as politically neutral but it is certainly a candidate. This is a different notion of neutrality from
the one I am discussing.

14, See Amy Gutmann: 1995, ‘Civic Education and Social Diversity’, Ethics (April), 105, 573.

15 Thisisa point Gutmann makes. See 1995, ibid., 573.

16 See S. Macedo: ibid., 486.

17, T assume that creationism is argued for as a scientific theory, not a religious one. See Henry M.
Morris, Scientific Creationism and Stephen Jay Gould: 1991, ‘Evolution as Fact and Theory’, as
cited in R.J. Fogelin and W. Sinnott-Armstrong (eds.), Understanding Arguments, Harcourt Brace
Jovanovich, San Diego, pp. 373-388. Arguing for creationism as a religious doctrine raises different
issues.

18, See S. Haack: 1998, Manifesto of a Passionate Moderate, University of Chicago Press, Chicago,
pp. 94 and 100. It seems to me that neither prejudice nor religious belief that contradict well
established scientific theories or facts can have no claim to the same status as science. This supports
Callan’s point about educational minimalism as unsatisfactory. See ibid., pp. 170-171. See also
Stephen Macedo’s discussion of Darwinism and creationism in, bid., p. 476. Galston’s discussion
of science and religion, ibid, pp. 111-113, seems to me unsatisfactory because he is not willing to
contemplate the special epistemic place that science has.

19, See note 8.

2, See Callan: 1997, ibid., p. 90.

21, See Elizabet Fraser: 1999, ibid., pp. 9-10.

22, T hope this essay contributes to the answer of the question: “Kénnen wir den Bildungsbegriff in
Europa des 21. Jahrhunderts auf ein gemeinsames Menschenbild bauen, und finden wir zu
gemeinsamen Zielen fiir das Lernen?” See Ludger Kiihnhardt: 1998. ‘Einfiihrung’, in Andreas
Beierwaltes (Hrsg.), Lernen fiir das neue Europa, Baden-Baden Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft, p. 9.
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