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1. See J. L. A. Garcia, “The Heart of Racism,” in Race and Racism, ed. Bernard Boxill
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001): 257-296, pp. 263-267; and Garcia, “Philosophical
analysis and the moral concept of racism,” Philosophy and Social Criticism 25 (1999): 1-32,
p.i3.

2. Lawrence Blum, I'm Not a Racist, But...: The Moral Quandary of Race (Ithaca and
London; Comnell University Press, 2002), p. 27.

3. Rawls himself made no such claim. But, as I shall show in Part 4, his principles can give a
powerful explanation of racism’s wrongness, an explanation which I think many
contemporary Rawlsians would find attractive. On the Principle of Equal Liberty, see John
Rawls, A Theory of Justice, Revised Edition (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press,
1999), p. 52-56, 171-221. On the Difference Principle, see ibid., p.52-64, 228-292.

4. evaluative account

5. racial supremacy

6. Racial supremacy itself is not to be confused with racial supremacism—the view that one
racial group ought to be supreme over all others; thus black supremacism would be the view
that blacks ought to be supreme over all other racial groups, white supremacism would be the
view that whites ought to be supreme over all other racial groups, et cetera.

7. See Garcia, “The Heart of Racism,” p. 259; and Garcia, “Philosophical analysis and the
moral concept of racism,” p. 13.

8. See Garcia, “The Heart of Racism,” p. 259; and Garcia, “Philosophical analysis and the
moral concept of racism,” p. 13.

9. extrinsic racism

10. intrinsic racism

11. See Kwame Anthony Appiah, “Racisms,” in Anatomy of Racism, ed. David Theo
Goldberg (Minnesota: University of Minnesota Press, 1990), pp. 15 and 16.

12. See Lewis R. Gordon, Bad Faith and Antiblack Racism (Atlantic Highlands: Humanities
Press, 1995), p. 75.

13. Gordon, Bad Faith and Antiblack Racism, pp. 78-9.

14. See W. Thomas Schmid, “The Definition of Racism,” Journal of Applied Philosophy 13
(1996): 31-40, p. 34.

15. See Garcia, “Philosophical analysis and the moral concept of racism,” p. 13.

16. On the notion of second-order desires, see Harry Frankfurt, “Freedom of the Will and the
Concept of a Person,” in Harry Frankfurt, The Importance of What We Care About
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1988).

17. Compare the account of agency developed in Michael E. Bratman, “Reflection, Planning,
and Temporally Extended Agency,” Philosophical Review 109 (2000): 35-61, and also the
account of an agent’s being a producer of “human action par excellence” in J. David
Velleman, “What Happens When Someone Acts?” in J. David Velleman, The Possibility of
Practical Reason (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000).

18. On the importance to agency of plans and planning, see Michael E. Bratman, “Planning
Agents in a Social World,” in Michael E. Bratman, Faces of Intention: Selected Essays on
Intention and Agency (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999).

19. I say “tend to,” and not “will,” because it is possible to retain a self-concept and a self-
valuing as a bearer of equal dignity even in the face of generally being treated as a bearer of
less than equal dignity. This usually requires life in a reference group who treat one as a
bearer of equal dignity. Consider the case of American slaves, many—perhaps most—of
whom evidently developed and retained self-concepts and self-valuings as bearers of equal
dignity, even in the face of generally being treated as bearers of less than equal dignity. What
made the difference, in most cases, was that these persons lived in a reference group—other
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slaves—that treated them as bearers of equal dignity. For a history of the American slave
experience from 1619-1819, see Ira Berlin, Many Thousands Gone: The First Two Centuries
of Slavery in North America (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1998), and for a history
of the American slave experience generally, see John Hope Franklin and Alfred A. Moss, Jr.,
From Slavery to Freedom: A History of African Americans (New York: Knopf, 2000),
especially Chapter 8.

20. For psychological work on the features of self-concepts, see Richard Catrambone, Denise
Beike, and Paula Niedenthal, “Is the Self-Concept a Habitual Referent in Judgments of
Similarity?” Psychological Science 7 (1996): 158-163, and H. Markus, J. Smith, and R. L.
Moreland, “Role of the Self-Concept in the Social Perception of Others,” Journal of
Personality and Social Psychology 49 (1985): 1494-1512. For a philosophical account of the
constituents of self-concepts, see John Perry, “Self-Notions,” in John Perry, The Problem of
the Essential Indexical and Other Essays (New York: Oxford University Press, 1993).

21. For an argument to the view that we develop moral comprehension through imitating
emotions, see Jesse J. Prinz, “Imitation and Moral Development,” in Perspectives on
Imitation: From Neuroscience to Social Science, Volume 2: Imitation, Human Development,
and Culture, ed. Susan Hurley and Nick Chater (Cambridge: MIT Press, 2005).

22. For empirical research showing that imitation is tied to perceiving imitatees as like the
self, see Michael Tomasello, The Cultural Origins of Human Cognition (Cambridge: Harvard
University Press, 1999), and M. Tomasello, A. Kruger, and H. Ratner, “Cultural Learning,”
Behavioral and Brain Sciences 16 (1993): 495-552.

23. worth

24. merit

25. See Garcia, “The Heart of Racism,” pp. 263-267, and Garcia, “Philosophical analysis and
the moral concept of racism,” p. 13.

26. See Blum, I’'m Not a Racist, But..., p. 27.

27. For explanations of why a parsimonious explanation is better than a less parsimonious
competitor, see W. V. Quine, “On Simple Theories of a Complex World,” in Quine, The
Ways of Paradox and Other Essays, Revised Edition (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University
Press, 1976): 255-259; and Elliott Sober, “The Principle of Parsimony,” British Journal of the
Philosophy of Science 32 (1981): 145-156.

28. See Blum’s argument to this effect in Blum, I'm Not a Racist, But..., p. 27.

29. On the Principle of Equal Liberty, see Rawls, A Theory of Justice, p. 52-56, 171-221. On
the Difference Principle, see ibid., p.52-64, 228-292 .

30. There are disputes about how widely we should interpret “help see to it.” See Liam
Murphy, “Institutions and the Demands of Justice,” Philosophy and Public Affairs 27 (1999):
251-291; Thomas W. Pogge, “On the Site of Distributive Justice: Reflections on Cohen and
Murphy,” Philosophy and Public Affairs 29 (2000): 137-169, sections 8-13.



